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NOTES. 

AN AGE COMPETITION. 
I have been much interested in the notes 

on the ages of certain old vessel•, which have 
recently appeared. The Truelove and the 
Brotherly Love undoubt<>dly both appear in the 
Register to have been built in 1764; but whilst 
the offidal number of the Truelove is given in my 
copy of the "Mercantile Navy List, &c.," for 
1876, as 5,591, that of the Brotherly Love is 
given as only 3,596. 

What does this import ? I offer no sugges
tion, being unaware of the system on which 
these numbers are given; but presumably the 
vessel with the smaller number is older than 
that bearing the greater ? If we assume that 
both vessels were built in 1764, then we get 
5,591-3,596 = 1,995, which seems to be a 
large number of vessels built in one year-even 
including all British colonie~. 

I notice in my 1876 copy of the above-men
tioned list, a flat of 59 ton~. called the Brothers, 
built at Northwich in 1787.-R. STUART BRUCE. 

BROAD ARROW. 
In a curious sort of book, " The Rosicru

cians," by Hargrave Jennings (Hotten, 1870), 
there occurs the following:-" • . • the 
mark signifying the royal property (as it is used 
in France), similarly to the token, or symbol, 
or ' brand,' denoting the royal domain, the 
property, or the sign upon royal chattels 
(the ' broad arrow '), as used in England, is the 
' Lis,' or ' Fleur de Lis.' . . The English 
'broad arrow,' the mark or sign of royal pro
perty, is variously depicted, similarly to the 
following " (here are given 5 forms, 2 of which 
are shown apex downwards), "these are the 
Three Nails of the Passion." The writer also 
gives, in a queer, involved manner, his deriva
tion of the Fleur de Lys-Lis~Luce-Lice, and 
endeavours to show that the mark was largely 
used by the ancient Egyptians to represent 
the symbol of life-the louse being a small and 
humble exponent of the great principle.
G.F. B. 

WENCESLAUS HOLLAR. 
Iu addition to the many examples of Hollar's 

a.rt, which Mr. Parker mentions, may I call 
attention to a beautiful engraving by him, 
a copy of which is preserved among the manu
scripts at the British Museum ! I have not 
looked to see whether there i~ another copy of 
it in the Print Room. 

The engraving in question will be found in 
Add: MSS., 32,360 (f. 85), which is one volume 
of a collection of drawings, etc., illustrating the 
history of Kent. It is very long and narrow, 
about 30in. by 5in., and shows a panorama of 
the Kentish coast from the N. ])'oreland to 

beyond !;over, with the British, Spani~h, an<l 
Dutch fleets riding at anchor, previous to the 
battle of 1639. The title is "Vera et exacta 
delineatio · classium Hispanicae, Anglicae, et 
Hollandicae, prout in Freto Britannico juxta 
IJaelam castrum et Sandvicum in primo 
congressu ante proelium se ostenderunt. Anno 
1640. D° Cornelio Boll Ant., Navium · Pictori 
Celeberrimo, huiqne rei simul spectatori suo, 
Amititiae ergo, Wenceslaus Hollar, Bobem., 
delineator. b.D.D." 
Th~ ships are small, but beautifully Pxecuted 

and very clear ; they are marked with index 
1Ptter9, and there is a printed " Notarum Ex
plicatio." As Hollar was resident in England 
in 1639, it is conceivable that he may have 
actually seen thoo> fleets in the Downs. If so, 
his drawing would be worthy to compare, as a 
historical document, with the Van de Velde 
drawings of Sole Bay. 

In the same volume, there are several nther 
engravings and sketches of nautical interest, 
in~Juding a large one which shows the battle of 
1639 in progress. This, however, is vastly 
inferior to Hollar's work, though it may have 
some historical value.-L. G. C. L 

NAMES OF THE SQUARESAIL YARD. 
Being the other day in a boat upon the 

Thames, we passed by a tier of coasters. among 
which was a fore and after of some kind, a. ketch 
to the best of my remembrance, with her square
sail yard across. In the boat was an old sea
man, who, in conversation, referred to this 
yard as the spritsail yarrl. This seems cer
tainly a misnomer. Perhaps the explanation 
is that a fore and after's square-sail yard is 
sometimes called the crossjack yard among 
old seamen, and that the sailor in question, who 
was old enough to have seen, or at any rate to 
have heard of, a spritsail yarrl, remembering 
that the fore and after's squaresail yard wa.~ 
sometimes called by a. name belonging more 
commonly to another yard, and having clearly 
in his mind the ordinary application of cross
jack yard, gave a name of which he had half 
forgotten the usual meaning to a yard of which 
he had for the time forgotten the name.-V. S. 

DUTCH GABLE STONES. 
The accompanying drawing (p. 283), by Mr. 

R. Morton Nance, was made from a photo
graph kindly supplied by Commander D. Wilson 
Barker, R.N.R. The subject is the Gable of 
the Skipper's Guild at Brussels, and the photo
graph wa.s taken from the tower of the Hotel de 
Ville. 

The small sketch of the same subject (MARl· 
lli"ER's MIRROR, June, p. 172, Fig. 1), was made, 
as will be noticed, from a lower and less advan
tageous position. 
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